
Institution of Readers and Acolytes: 

Being Faithful to the Work 

Entrusted and Proclaiming Christ 

to the World 
 It was in an atmosphere of retreat marked with 

prayer and meditation on Friday evening up to 

Saturday midday that the ritual of installation has 

started.  In the same atmosphere at the mass of 

the 27th of July 2019, six scholastics: Augustine, 

Clement, Edward, Manuel, Muyisa and 

Benjosef, were respectively conferred the 

ministry of Reader and Acolyte to serve in the 

Church.  

In his preaching, Fr Mariano, outgoing 

provincial bursar of South Africa, made a clear 

statement about the meaning of these ministries 

by inviting us to understand that the institution 

of the Readers and Acolytes is a minor order and 

another step into the direction of our life since 

we decided to join the Comboni Missionaries. 

Several steps have already been overcome: 

Postulancy, Noviciate, First Profession, etc. Steps will always be part of the journey, some are 

minor steps, and others are heavier - all of them are indicating the direction to follow. 

According to him, there is a need to keep in mind always our initial option: I want to follow 

you and Jesus replies to me. Nobody who puts the hand to the plow and looks back, is fit for 

the kingdom of God. No pressure, just a gentle reminder that this is the right way to follow, 

step by step, consciously and in total freedom. 

 In his homily, Fr. Joseph Ngumba Lelo, 

Superior of St. Daniel Comboni 

Scholasticate, defined in clear words the 

meaning of these ministries by inviting us to 

be in touch with the Holy Scripture and love 

it because we are specially called to this 

ministry of announcing and proclaiming the 

Good news to everyone. Furthermore, he 

said that looking at the global scene of 

today, many people don’t read the Bible as 

they prefer to read the newspaper in order to 

know what is going around the world than to 



read the Bible. In the end he asked us to keep in mind that this is the right way to follow, step 

by step, knowing that soon some of us will become priests, deacons, or even bishops in the 

future. There is no pressure as this is 

the right way of starting because there 

is always the beginning and all of us we 

were gladdened with those words of 

encouragement. 

In addition he explained the general 

roles of the Acolytes such as 

distributing Holy Communion to the 

sick, and the faithful when needed. We 

should be expedient as we show sincere 

love for Christ’s Mystical Body, God’s 

holy people, especially for the weak 

and the sick. 

Finally, after the celebration of the Eucharist and the institution of the readers and acolytes, the 

community expressed its joy by partaking the special supper together with the people invited 

from outside the community. 
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